Wildflowers: A. R. Valentien 2012 Calendar

In 1908 A. R. Valentien (American,
18621925) was commissioned by Ellen
Scripps of San Diego to paint the
wildflowers of California. From 1908 to
1918 he traveled the state from south to
north, in every habitat, painting almost
1,500 species of plants, including ferns,
trees, and grasses. Although the plan was
to publish a book illustrated with the
exquisite paintings, the enterprise proved
too costly, and Valentien died in 1925 with
this massive amount of work unseen. In
1933 the entire collection was donated to
the San Diego Natural History Museum,
and in 2003 the paintings were published.
The twelve chosen for this calendar
exemplify the extraordinarily delicate hand
Valentien employed in creating his superb
botanicals.Size: 12 x 13 in.; opens to 12 x
26 in. Printed on FSC certified paper with
soy-based inks.
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